Drowning in Disposables:
Reducing our Reliance on
Single-Use Plastics



Waste Free Edmonion

Grassroots organization working to
significantly reduce the amount of waste

produced in Edmonton, with an initial focus
on single-use plastics

Our work Is fueled by passionate volunteers
Founded in 2018




[ ¢ LetMy
Generation Drown
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The Plastic Problem
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1/4L Oil 3L of feed water 1L bottled
(2L to make the bottle, 1L to fill it) water




Life Cycle of Single-Use Plastics
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Toxic Chemicals in Plastics
mm

Phthalates sy

Health Impacts =

reproductive harm
in baby boys

== BPA & BPS
hormone
PVLC —h disruptors
found in &3 linked to breast
plastics cancer, aarly
& linked to puberty,
Cancar infertility
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WHAT GOES
IN THE OCEAN
GOES IN YOU.




Plastic Impacts - Economic

Inefficient use of resources — deplefing a non-renewable
resource in order to make a product that is used for mere
seconds to minutes

Costs of SUPs are passed on to consumers in the form of
higher prices (food) and increased taxes

Hidden costs: stormwater management, street/litter clean-up,
recycling, and disposal

E.g. plastics bags = 20-30 cents each in clean-up costs

Stopping waste before it enters our management
systems reduces operating costs and taxes




The Recycling Myth (False Solution #1)

Downcycling NOT recycling

What percentage of plastic do you think gets recycled in
Canadae

That’s one
A) 86% small sfep
B) 11%
C)40%

D)25%




Types of Plastic: What's in a number?
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“Green” Substitutes? (False Solution #2)

“Plant-based” and “biodegradable”
"Compostable”




What are the solutions?

Individuals

Businesses Government
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10%

Reusable
|Container Discount*

We can all do our bit to reduce plastlc

waste. So bring your own containers
and we’ll fill them up for you.

* Bring in your clean, food grade
container from home, and save i
on regular priced items!

*Cannot be used in conjunction with the
§| Senior/Student discount, Bulk Barn

coupon, or any other promotional offer
- GEORGETOWN LOCATION -
i BulkBarn®




Solutions - Individuals
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Solutions - Government
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WFE — Government

& > C @ https//wastefree.ca/resources-for-policy-law-makers/
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WFE Research Report: Impact of Single-Use Plastics Laws Around the World

Plastic Bag Websites
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Over 100 jurisdictions have taken
action on plastics!
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B Ban

[] Fee )
[ Voluntary charge agreement v
B Partial ban or fee (regional)

Source: Wikipedia



Plastic Laws in Canada




SUPs Laws Work!

Deux-Montagnes, QC (pop: 17,000): Plastic bag ban = 1.5 million less
bags in 1 year

LA County: Ban on plastic bags/10 cent charge for paper = 94%
reduction

England: 5 p charge for plastic bags = 85% reduction and £29m
donated from retailers

Ireland: 22 cent charge for plastic bags = 90% reduction

China: plastic bag ban/reusable bag fee = 67 billion less plastic
bags in & years



Waste Free Edmonion

Website:
. Info@wastefree.ca

media: @wastefreeyeg
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Waste Free
Edmonton

)
rial that will last forever. Globally, we.
items are

Single-use plastic items (such as bags, straws, and coffes cups) are used for
econds to minutes but are made out of m:
produce more than 150 million tonnes of single-use plastics annually. These i
polluting the land and waterways, killing wildlife, and making their way into our for
chain. They also cost taxpayers money. We need to reduce the number of single-use
plastic items ending up in the waste stream, the environment, and on our dinner plate!
As such, we, the undersigned eligible voters of the City of Edmonton, call on Mayor Don
il

Iveson and City Council to take action to significantly reduce the amount of single-use.

plastic items used in Edmonton. More specifically, we request that City Council
implement a comprehensive single-use plastic strategy that includes a bylaw banning or

putting a surcharge on plastic bags, straws, coffee cups, utensils, and take-out

containers.



http://www.wastefree.ca/

Thank you!
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