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Our Vision
Create a pathway to zero waste Alberta. 

Our Mission
To promote and facilitate waste 
reduction, recycling and resource 
conservation in the Province of Alberta. 
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The RCA
• We are a multi-sectoral non-profit 

organization that has advanced 
waste prevention and recycling in 
Alberta since 1987. 

• We represent a diverse 
membership with 340 strong 
across Alberta. 

• We advocate. We connect.      
We collaborate. We educate. 



Single Use Items
The Problem





Single-Use Plastic

• Half of plastic generated is made to be single-use
• Over 80 per cent of plastic material that enters the 

environment is single-use
• Great Pacific Garbage Patch bigger than BC and Alberta
• Scientists predict more plastic than fish in oceans by 2050



Reducing Single Use Items

Solutions



International Action

• EU has banned single-use plastic items
• 10 products (plates, balloon sticks, food and beverage 

containers, cutlery, straws, and stirrers) banned in 2021
• member states required by 2029 to collect 

and recycle at least 90% of beverage bottles
• tobacco companies to cover costs 

for the collection of cigarette butts 
• manufacturers of fishing gear will pay for 

retrieval of plastic nets left at sea

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/180528ec1.jpg&imgrefurl=https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/single-use-plastics-2018-may-28_en&docid=ZoZ9hOT2SaW3UM&tbnid=6qBBngN4JJ2N2M:&vet=10ahUKEwjmjrajxbnhAhVCIDQIHf9uAbMQMwhAKAAwAA..i&w=639&h=426&bih=748&biw=1536&q=eu%20bans%20single%20use%20plastic&ved=0ahUKEwjmjrajxbnhAhVCIDQIHf9uAbMQMwhAKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b7/Flag_of_Europe.svg/1200px-Flag_of_Europe.svg.png&imgrefurl=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union&docid=xqgZieqgxFrw2M&tbnid=gOWuuKarhhUP4M:&vet=10ahUKEwjyxbKa0rnhAhXmGDQIHYKFCqcQMwhsKAEwAQ..i&w=1200&h=800&bih=748&biw=1536&q=European%20Union&ved=0ahUKEwjyxbKa0rnhAhXmGDQIHYKFCqcQMwhsKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


Federal Strategy
• Canada led G7 Ocean Plastics Charter
• Federal strategy intent

announced in June
• ban harmful single-use plastics

as early as 2021 
• (such as plastic bags, straws, 

cutlery, plates, and stir sticks) 
• work to introduce standards 

and targets for companies that 
manufacture plastic products 
or sell items with plastic packaging 
so they become responsible for plastic waste



Extended Producer 
Responsibility
Building on Stewardship



CCME EPR Definition

“Extended producer responsibility (EPR) is 
an environmental policy approach in which a 
producer's responsibility for a product is 
extended to the post-consumer stage of a 
product's life cycle.”
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National EPR

• Phase 1 (by 2015)
• Packaging 
• Printed materials 
• Mercury containing products  
• Electronics and electrical 

products
• Household hazardous and 

special wastes
• Automotive products

• Phase 2 (by 2017)
• Construction / demolition 

materials
• Furniture 
• Textiles and carpet 
• Appliances 

CCME Canada-Wide Action Plan (2009)
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EPR Update

• BC implemented EPR for packaging and printed materials 
(2014)
• Industry managed – RecycleBC

• Similar models in SK & MB

• Ontario Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 
2016
• Outcomes-based EPR
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Only one true 
EPR program 
for packaging in 
Canada today



Benefits of EPR

• Transfers cost and liability from municipalities and taxpayers to 
producers

• Provides incentive to producer to improve design

• Encourages Circular Economy
• Producers have access to post-consumer materials

• Provides provincial program consistency

• Economy of scale provides market resilience

• e.g., China Sword market restrictions
15
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Overwaitea Food Group

Global commitments:
• Continue to ensure 90% of products sold in 

stores are recyclable.

• Recycle 100% of cardboard, organics and 
plastics.

• 20% reduction in the amount of waste 
created.
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Ikea Canada
Global commitments:
• 100% of wood, paper and cardboard to be made 

from recycled materials or Forest Stewardship 
Council certified by August 2020.

• 100% of all plastic material used in home furnishing 
products will be recyclable by August 2020.

• All main home furnishing materials and their 
packaging will be either made from renewable, 
recyclable or recycled materials by August 2015.

• 90% of waste from operations will be recycled or 
recovered.

• Reduce waste in stores by 10%.
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• 25% increase in the 
amount of recycled plastic 
used in packaging by 2025

• 100% recyclable, reusable 
and compostable 
packaging by 2025

• Work with partners to 
increase recycling rates by 
15% by 2020 in top 14 
countries

• Half the waste caused as a 
result of disposal of 
products by 2020



Alberta EPR Advocacy

• RCA has project team dedicated to advancing EPR
• First focus to inform and educate

• Held workshops and education sessions

• Connecting jurisdictions and stakeholders

• Collaboration between RCA, CSSA, and municipalities to conduct 
baseline research and advocate for EPR

• Increasing municipal lobby for EPR
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Circular Economy



Linear Economy 

The use of resources 
worldwide is inefficient 
and creates too much 
waste

Image: 
Terracycle



www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org



A circular economy and your role as the consumer: the talking thread



Circular Economy

• A circular economy eliminates waste by cycling materials 
through interconnected industrial systems and biological 
cycles. In a circular economy, materials are used in a 
manner that keeps them at their highest utility and value 
at all times, there is a shift towards the use of renewable 
energy, toxic chemicals are eliminated, and waste is 
prevented through superior design.



Circular Supply Chain

Closing 
material loops 

Regenerating 
natural assets



Product Life Extension

One of the most responsible things we can do is 
to make high-quality stuff that lasts for years and 
can be repaired so you don’t have to buy more 
of it. – Rick Ridgeway, Patagonia



Customer as user of a service, rather than consumer 
of a product (pay per use)

Product as a Service



Source: www.torbenrick.euc

Sharing Platform

I do not need a drill. 
I need a hole in the wall.



Recovery & Recycling

Organic – Enterra Technical – Novelis 
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The circular economy means addressing every link in 
economic value chains and eliminating the concept 
of waste, while creating shared prosperity. 
William McDonough 



Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy



Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy
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Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy



Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy



Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy



Vancouver Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy

Proposed by-law requirements to:
• ban foam cups and containers
• ban the use of plastic straws 

• some exceptions for health care and accessibility needs

• Includes compostable straws

• Phased-in approach (restaurants first, followed by take-away)

• reduce the use of plastic and paper bags and disposable cups
• reduce the use of single-use utensils



Christina Seidel
Executive Director
403.843.6563
info@recycle.ab.ca | www.recycle.ab.ca
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